Although completion of MUST improved across the Trust, this was only marginal from 39 % to 45 % within the desired 24 h of admission. Although 79 % of patients were screened at some point during admission, this delay may have an adverse clinical impact on outcomes in acutely unwell, trauma and preoperative patients. Elderly medicine, general surgery and the regional dermatology service were most thorough in their compliance with screening. A detailed analysis is now required to understand the demographics and diagnostic categories of the patients not screened, and to address the reasons for non-compliance. Clearly there is scope for improvement; this will be co-ordinated by the nutrition steering group for the organisation.
